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Architectural History
From the Reliance Building and Coney Island to Disney Hall, the United States has been at the forefront of modern architecture. American life has generated many quintessential images of modern life, both particular buildings and generic types. Gwendolyn Wright’s USA is an engaging account of this evolution from the late nineteenth century to the twenty-first.

Upending conventional arguments, Wright shows that American modern architecture was not a branch of European modernism brought across the Atlantic Ocean, but rather a distinctive and exhilarating hybrid. USA probes a large number of famous and lesser-known buildings across America—the Chicago Auditorium, New York’s Rockefeller Center, Cincinnati’s Carew Tower, Taliesin West in Arizona, Dunsmuir Flats in Los Angeles, the University of Miami campus, the Texas Instruments Semiconductor Plant, among others—to show an extraordinary range of innovation. 
Ultimately, USA reframes the history of American modern architecture as one of constantly evolving and volatile design sensibilities, engaged with com-mercial culture, attuned to new media, exploring diverse concepts of freedom. Wright shows the myriad accomplishments of American modernism and confronts some of its problems. Each chapter shows how changes in work life, home life and public life affected architecture --- and vice versa.

USA provides essential background for today’s debates about affordable and luxury housing, sustainable design, avant-garde experiments, commercialism and historic preservation. A clear, concise, and richly illustrated account of modern architecture at the heart of American culture.
GWENDOLYN WRIGHT is professor of architecture at Columbia University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preserva-tion, where she has taught since 1983, with joint appointments in history and art history. Since 2003 she has hosted the PBS television series, “History Detectives”, which explores the dynamic processes of historical investigation. 

“Gwendolyn Wright’s splendid book updates, revises and enriches everything we know about the development and influence of American architecture with new material, brilliant insights, and the perspective of a new century. She makes the story so new and compelling and writes it so well that it will supplant older versions to become the standard reference.” 

-- Ada Louise Huxtable

‘I am always amazed at Gwendolyn Wright’s rare ability to bring positive joy to urbanism and architecture. Her enthusiasm for historical examples inspires others to take a deeper look and to reflect. In this time of rapid urbanization that reflection is needed more than ever.”

--- Steven Holl

‘At last, the book I have been waiting for: the story of modern American architecture deeply contextualized in the history of the last century and a half. Wright is that rare scholar who understands how intricately the built environ-ment is laced into larger historical trends. This is a wonderful book for all who care about archi-tecture and the long history of modern work, housing, and public life in the United States.’

--Lizabeth Cohen, Professor of History, Harvard University
